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Dear Chairman, 

Now that we’re a couple months out from the primary, I wanted to reach out and share the exciting 

progress of the campaign with you.   I’m including a summary of my campaign news below.  Because the 

Secretary of State role is strategic and its administrative functions serve multiple duties, I’m also 

including my background info so you can see how my executive skills, experience and qualifications 

apply to the office.  (*Fun Fact -The Total NC General Fund annual budget is $24 billion. I was Group 

President of a $28 billion public company.)   

In mid-October, we announced that State Senator and 2016 Attorney General candidate Buck Newton 

had joined us as Campaign Chairman. We’re still beyond excited about having his support and benefit 

from his political leadership.  Buck’s personal values perfectly align with my own—the same values that 

our campaign is centered on. Buck chose to guide our campaign as Chairman because he knows what 

can be accomplished with the right person in the Secretary’s office. He’s seen first-hand the 

negative impact on North Carolina that career politicians and those who don’t share our values 

have had.  

Next, we rolled out our statewide leadership team, which includes men and women who serve as leaders 

in their own communities in a variety of ways. They come from backgrounds of business, policy, 

grassroots activism, emergency responders, values voters, and more. As a businessman for 35 years, I 

understand everything rises and falls with leadership—that’s why I am so profoundly grateful that these 

men and women have joined our campaign and I am excited about our ability to spread our campaign 

message even further.  A list of our team can be found on our website.  www.ECforNC.com   

Further, we’ve garnered a number of endorsements from national and state leaders in a variety of areas of 

influence - pro-life, civil rights, religious liberty, school choice/parental rights, and more.  Detailed 

information on endorsements can be found under the “In the News” tab on the website.  New 

endorsements are added to the website promptly.   

 In a very short time, we’ve built a wave of momentum behind our campaign as new volunteers and 

supporters sign on every day.  I invite you to keep up with the progress of our campaign by visiting 

www.ECforNC.com or following us on Facebook or Twitter. #ECforNC.   Getting information out to 

voters is an important task and I know you take your role very seriously.  Please share this information 

with your leadership team so that they too can be informed.  As we tell everyone we meet, our 

campaign is a big tent and everyone’s welcome! 

 

Sincerely,  

E.C. Sykes 

 

 

 

http://www.ecfornc.com/
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E.C. Sykes for Secretary of State 

E.C. Sykes is a results-driven business leader that will help hard-working families by bringing 

transparency and efficiency to our state government--commonsense policies like honoring the rule of 

law, cutting waste, limiting the size of government, and restoring citizen's confidence in our government. 

As a compassionate, conservative problem-solver, man of faith, and servant-leader, E.C. will improve 

opportunities for all citizens by removing barriers to economic growth, fostering job creation, improving 

the business environment, and setting North Carolina on a course towards a strong future. 

Business Leader 

Over E.C.’s business career, he has created jobs when leading 

companies of various sizes that grew from $2M to $15M, $20M to 

$200M, and $600M to $4B.  Also, E.C. has boldly stepped into 

companies that were struggling; he relates to business leaders going 

through both good and challenging times.  

 E.C. served as CEO of a small family-owned manufacturing company 

that was twice recognized as one of the 50 fastest-growing companies 

in North Carolina.  Here he grew to understand the demands placed on 

leaders of private companies when experiencing rapid growth.  He is 

also familiar with the challenges Venture Capital funded entrepreneurs 

face when launching new technologies.  At the request of a friend and 

investor of a struggling Silicon Valley start-up, he joined as a board 

member and eventually became the CEO.  The start-up LED Lighting 

company, a green energy solution, gave E.C. an understanding of the 

barriers of bringing disruptive technology into a mature market. 

Unafraid of challenges, E.C. accepted the CEO role of a troubled $800M public IT company, where he 

reset the strategy to leverage the emerging and fast-growing Internet of Things (IoT) market. E.C. also 

served as a Group President and Executive Officer in a $25B Fortune 500 company and he was 

responsible for managing more than 35,000 people in 20 countries. Through this experience, he gained 

global market knowledge as well as how to work with a variety of cultures. E.C. is now the founder and 

General Partner of Aslan Ventures, a real estate investment fund, that invests solely in North Carolina.   

 

Family and Faith 

E.C. is a man of strong faith, husband, father, and leader. He and Susan, his wife of 33 years, have two 

children, Matthew and Carolyn, and three grandchildren.  E.C. and Susan opted to homeschool their 

children for ten years to provide them the best possible social and educational training. Desiring to serve 

children in difficult circumstances, EC and Susan partnered with a faith-based ministry and opened their 
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home as foster parents for three years.  E.C. taught Sunday School for over a decade, served as an 

ordained deacon, and held various leadership roles within his church.   

E.C. is a compassionate Christian with a Biblical 

worldview.  His Christian faith shapes his values and 

is the reason for this call to action.  In June 2015, 

seeing Sen. Ted Cruz as a leader, conservative 

Constitutionalist, and defender of religious liberty, 

E.C. volunteered full-time for Cruz’s presidential 

campaign and eventually became the Executive 

Director of Faith and Religious Liberty. The 

experience of working with national and local faith 

leaders reinforced to E.C. the importance of pastors 

shepherding the culture and the consequences of 

people of faith stepping away from the public square. E.C. has said, “There were times when I was silent 

when exposed to an idea that conflicted with my Biblical beliefs, and my silence implied agreement.  It 

gave the appearance I was ashamed of the gospel.  I remember Edmund Burke’s quote, “All that is 

necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing.”  Reflecting on this and our purpose to be 

salt and light, and to serve, I was propelled to take a defining stand for biblical and conservative values.”   

 

Conservative North Carolina Values 

E.C. knows the values of North Carolinians—

the values that many elected officials seem to 

have forgotten. North Carolina’s values are 

strongly ingrained in him through his family, 

which traces their history back 300 years in 

North Carolina.  He was born in Durham, and 

only two blocks away, he was baptized at the 

age of 7. His first job was selling home-grown 

tomatoes door-to-door; he earned half of his first 

car by priming tobacco in Warren County.  He 

and his wife graduated high school from North 

Durham, and they both graduated from North 

Carolina State University.  Additionally, E.C. 

had the honor of serving two terms on the North 

Carolina State University’s Electrical and Computer Strategic Advisory Board.  He received his BSEE 

and MS in Management and has been inducted into the electrical engineering Hall of Fame. He continues 

as a guest lecturer there from time to time. 

In North Carolina, hard work is valued.  So are the fundamental values of individualism, family, equality, 

freedom, and the opportunity to prosper.  As the government’s powers have grown, sometimes through 

the actions of unelected judges, our values are threatened.  We can build a bright future for ourselves and 
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the next generation by standing on the principles that founded our country and limiting government 

intrusion. 

There are fundamental principles, like life and religious liberty, that E.C. passionately supports.  He is a 

strong supporter of pregnancy resource centers who compassionately care for women before and after the 

birth of their child. Heroes standing for religious liberty motivate him, and he continues to work with 

several groups in the fight to maintain our historic freedoms provided in our Constitution.  

 

Conclusion 

E.C. Sykes is the only candidate for Secretary of State who has the background and experience necessary 

to win the general election. As a businessman who has led public and private businesses of various sizes, 

E.C. is the ideal conservative outsider to beat a career politician like Elaine Marshall. As a man of strong 

Christian faith who has demonstrated a servant-leadership style, the Sykes campaign will highlight 

commonsense policies that will help hardworking North Carolinians by bringing transparency and 

efficiency to state government—honoring the “rule of law”, cutting waste, limiting the size of 

government, and making it easier and less expensive to do business in North Carolina. With his long and 

proven experience in business, he is the only candidate who can remove the barriers to economic growth, 

foster job creation, and improve the business environment. Given this background, E.C. has the ability to 

appeal to a diverse mix of voters and inspire them to turnout at the polls on election day.  

 

 

 

. 

 

 

Preamble of the NC Constitution: 

We, the people of the State of North Carolina, grateful to Almighty God, the 

Sovereign Ruler of Nations, for the preservation of the American Union and the 

existence of our civil, political and religious liberties, and acknowledging our 

dependence upon Him for the continuance of those blessings to us and our 

posterity, do, for the more certain security thereof and for the better 

government of this State, ordain and establish this Constitution.  


